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Every heart with Christ is a missionary.

Every heart without Christ is a mission field.



Great Missionary Training

(Acts 14:1-18) 
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Gospel presentations receive varied 

responses—

positive, 

negative and 

misunderstanding.



Acts 14:1-2 (NIV84) 

At Iconium Paul and Barnabas went as usual 

into the Jewish synagogue. 

There they spoke so effectively that a great 

number of Jews and Gentiles believed. 
2But the Jews who refused to believe

stirred up the Gentiles

and poisoned their minds

against the brothers. 



Acts 14:3-4 (NIV84) 

So Paul and Barnabas spent considerable 

time there, speaking boldly for the Lord,

who confirmed the message of his grace

by enabling them to do

miraculous signs and wonders. 
4The people of the city were divided;

some sided with the Jews,

others with the apostles. 



Acts 14:5-7 (NIV84) 

5There was a plot afoot among the Gentiles and 

Jews, together with their leaders,

to mistreat them and stone them. 
6But they found out about it

and fled to the Lycaonian cities

of Lystra and Derbe

and to the surrounding country, 
7where they continued to preach the good news. 
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Acts 14:1, 3 (NIV84)

1At Iconium Paul and Barnabas went as 

usual into the Jewish synagogue.  There 

they spoke so effectively that a great 

number of Jews and Gentiles believed. 
3So Paul and Barnabas spent considerable 

time there, speaking boldly for the Lord,

who confirmed the message of his grace by 

enabling them to do miraculous signs and 

wonders. 



Acts 14:7 (NIV84)

7where they continued to preach the good news.



Acts 14:2 (NIV84) 

2But the Jews who refused to believe

stirred up the Gentiles

and poisoned their minds

against the brothers. 



Acts 14:4 (NIV84) 

4The people of the city were divided;

some sided with the Jews,

others with the apostles. 
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• Some respond positively (14:1, 3, 7).
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Acts 14:2 (NIV84) 

2But the Jews who refused to believe

stirred up the Gentiles

and poisoned their minds

against the brothers. 



Acts 14:4 (NIV84) 

4The people of the city were divided;

some sided with the Jews,

others with the apostles. 



Acts 14:5-6 (NIV84) 

5There was a plot afoot among the Gentiles and 

Jews, together with their leaders,

to mistreat them and stone them. 
6But they found out about it

and fled to the Lycaonian cities

of Lystra and Derbe

and to the surrounding country, 



Gospel presentations
 receive varied responses—

• Some respond positively (14:1, 3, 7).

• Some respond negatively (14:2, 4-6). 

• Some respond misunderstandingly (14:8-18).



Acts 14:8–10 (NIV84) 

8In Lystra there sat a man crippled in his feet, 

who was lame from birth and had never walked. 
9He listened to Paul as he was speaking.

Paul looked directly at him,

saw that he had faith to be healed
10and called out,

“Stand up on your feet!”

At that, the man jumped up and began to walk. 



Acts 14:11–13 (NIV84) 
11When the crowd saw what Paul had done, 

they shouted in the Lycaonian language,

“The gods have come down to us in human form!” 
12Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul they called 

Hermes because he was the chief speaker.
13The priest of Zeus, whose temple was just 

outside the city, brought bulls and wreaths to the 

city gates because he and the crowd wanted to 

offer sacrifices to them. 



Acts 14:14 (NIV84) 

But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul

heard of this,

they tore their clothes

and rushed out into the crowd,

shouting: 



Acts 14:15-17 (NIV84) 
15“Men, why are you doing this? We too are only 

men, human like you. We are bringing you good 

news, telling you to turn from these worthless 

things to the living God, who made heaven and 

earth and sea and everything in them. 
16In the past, he let all nations go their own way. 

17Yet he has not left himself without testimony:  He 

has shown kindness by giving you rain from heaven 

and crops in their seasons; he provides you with 

plenty of food and fills your hearts with joy.” 



Acts 14:18 (NIV84) 

Even with these words, they had difficulty 

keeping the crowd from sacrificing to them. 



Acts 14:14 (NIV84) 

But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul

heard of this,

they tore their clothes

and rushed out into the crowd,

shouting: 



Acts 14:15-17 (NIV84) 
15“Men, why are you doing this? We too are only 

men, human like you. We are bringing you good 

news, telling you to turn from these worthless 

things to the living God, who made heaven and 

earth and sea and everything in them. 
16In the past, he let all nations go their own way. 

17Yet he has not left himself without testimony:  He 

has shown kindness by giving you rain from heaven 

and crops in their seasons; he provides you with 

plenty of food and fills your hearts with joy.” 



Ecclesiastes 2:24–25 (NIV84)

A man can do nothing better than to eat and 

drink and find satisfaction in his work.

This too, I see, is from the hand of God,
25for without him,

who can eat or find enjoyment? 
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1 Thessalonians 1:9b (NIV84) 

They tell how you turned to God from idols 

to serve the living and true God... 



Three Concepts About Evangelists:

(1) Evangelists are mere mortals (v. 15a).

(2) Evangelists call people to repent—“turn” 

(v. 15b).

(3) Evangelists invite people to respond 

positively to the living God (vv. 15c-18)
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Four Concepts about the “living God” (vv. 15d-18) 

(1) He is creator of all things (v. 15d).

(2) He allows people to go their own way (vv. 

16, 18).

(3) He always leaves evidence of His 

existence (v. 17a).

(4) He is kind to unrepentant people (v. 17b).



Gospel presentations receive varied 

responses—

positive, 

negative and 

misunderstanding.
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1. Learn to speak effectively (14:1).
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Action Points

1. Learn to speak effectively (14:1).

2.  Radiate the goodness of God (14:17).

3. Find a person with whom you can share 

the good news. 



“Spirit-led Evangelism” (Acts 8:26-39)
Pastor Chuck Swindoll, April 14, 2024 

1) Be sensitive.

2) Be available.

3) Be proactive—initiate conversation.

4) Be tactful

5) Be precise—focus on Jesus.


